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Socioeconomic Differential of Female Age at Marriage in Iran:
Comparative Study of Female Youth at Marriageable Age and
Female Married 15-49 Years Old

Abbas Askari-Nodoushan' Fatemeh Fotouhi-Tafti? Malihe Alimondegari’

Abstract

In recent decades, female age at first marriage in Iran has postponed consider-
ably and the average age at marriage rose from 19.7 to 23.0 between 1976 to 2016.
The present paper investigate determinants of the female age at first marriage in
Iran. Secondary data come from a national cross-sectional survey carried out in
2014 among two representative sample of female used in the study: a). A sample
of female youth in the verge of marriage, and b). a sample of married female
15-49 years old (with a sample size of 6500 respondents for each sub-sample).
According to the findings age at marriage show a J-shaped pattern (and in some cases,
near to U-shaped pattern) by the most important socioeconomic variables under the
study. Therefore, those female with the lowest social and economic position based
on the most socioeconomic variables examined here (such as education, income,
employment status, level of provincial economic development and...), married at
later ages on average. Afterwards, female age at marriage decline to the lowest
values at the middle socioeconomic position and again raise to its highest values
for respondents with highest socioeconomic position. The main message of our
results is that those policies which could help to reduce socioeconomic inequalities
and increase level of social justice, will able to facilitate marriage condition in Iran.

Key words: female age at marriage, provincial level of development, family forma-
tion, marriage timing, marriage postponement, educations, employment.
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Duality of Consumption and Honor,
Contextual exploration of women’s consumptional behavior in
parties
SeyedAlireza Afshani’  Ali Ruhani® Saeede Ebrahimi-nia’
Abstract

Individuals compete for dignity and it is manifested with many mechanisms
like the use of certain goods and symbols. Consumption in cultural atmosphere is
highlighted and provokes more and more consumption. Parties are considered as
a dominant area of ostentatious consumption for earning identity and social pride.
This research is a contextual exploration of how consumption and Keeping up with
the joneses are formed in Mashhad parties. In a qualitative approach and using
grounded theory, a number of middle-class and upper middle class married women
were interviewed using deep-seated interviews and purposeful and theoretical
sampling. Data analysis was done in an open, axial and selective coding manner.
The findings consisted of 18 main categories and a core category entitled Duality
of Consumption and Honor. Conceptual tables, paradigmatic model and theoretical
schema of the research were presented. The research results in general indicated
that women at parties that are idiosyncratic to specific female management seek to
represent their neglected identities. To this end and for retrieving their neglected
identities, they are strongly dependent on others who are normative to represent their
neglected identities. In this course of dialectic dependency is that women retrieve
their neglected identities and parties turn into continuous processes.

Keywords: Party, Keeping up with the Joneses, Retrieval of Neglected Identity,
Dialectic Dependency, Duality of Consumption and Honor
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A Paradigmatic Model of Women’s Referral to the fortuneteller in
Zahedan City

Mostafa Zahirineia' Yaser Rastegar’ Sima Hadi®

Abstract

With passage of time in societies, some historical and ancient knowledge such
as fortune telling and magic events have not completely disappeared, and despite
the lack of acceptance by the official discourse of society, the fortune has been
on the margin, and people refer to the magic according to their livelihoods. This
research is aimed at identifying the reasons for the visit to the fortune teller. The
field study has been Zahedan City; a city characterized by cultural complexities,
linguistic, religious, and ethnic diversity. The participants in the present study were
12 people who were interviewed in semi-structured interviews, and then the data
were analyzed using three stages of open, axial, and selective coding. Findings
indicate that the conditions are grounds for referring to the crises of a person’s life
that a person seeks to resolve. The difficulties and frustrations of individuals create
the causal conditions that the person inevitably comes from. Intervention conditions
act as catalysts and barriers to visiting the field. The core category of the research
is “conditional-passive belief.” Thus, in the system of semantics of individuals,
the fortune telling is conditional on the individual, the time, and the other, and is
associated with a kind of passive.

key words: Fortune, fortune teller, Paradigmatic Model, Grounded Theory, Zahedan
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Formality ceremony; consumption Demonstration of wedding

ceremonies!

Hamid Masoudi’ Mohsen Noghani Dukht Bahmani® Hossein Behravan’

Abstract

Today, the rites of marriage have gone through a cultural approach to economic
approach, and is becoming more complex every day. The purpose of this research is
to social analyze of messages associated with the new ritual in wedding ceremony.
The research methodology is qualitative content analysis of published messages on
the web pages about this ceremony. In these messages, brides have examined various
aspects of this phenomenon. Findings show that the most messages are based on
the offerings of the ceremony, the challenges of holding the ceremony, the regret
of not being held, the reduction of the challenges of the main marriage ceremony,
and the increase in the quality of the consumption of the wedding ceremony. The
review of the messages shows that the ceremony is a new indication in wedding
ceremonies at the today’s society. This is evidence of the spread of this ritual over
previous generations. At a wedding, a group of people agree or disagree with the
Formality ceremony. Some of the people agree on some with planning motivation
and some with a motivation to reduce concerns. They care about the content and
manner of doing the Formality ceremony; or expect a good wedding; or they are
looking for a good show. In sum, the showcase or rational planning approach sup-
ports the Formality ceremony.

Keywords: Formality Wedding, Conspicuous Wedding, Consumption Rites, Con-
spicuous Consumption.
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Evaluation of the Performance of Non-Governmental
Organizations (NGOs)
in the Field of Women and Family

Karam Habibpour Gatabi’

Abstract

Considering the importance and necessity of the organized participation of
women in achieving a comprehensive and sustainable development, the present
study examines the performance of active NGOs in the field of women and family.
In terms of research design, this study is a type of evaluation research that has been
carried out with a combination of quantitative (survey) and quantitative (qualitative
content analysis) methodologies. The population and size of the statistical sample
was constitued of three groups: the NGOs’ managers in the field of women and
family in the 17 provinces studied (365 people); the relevant officials and experts
(12 people); and the managers or experts of NGOs in the office of women affairs
in selected governorates (19 people). The findings showed that more than fourteen
of the studied NGOs were active and the rest were semi-active. Most of the role of
NGOs is related to the educational sphere and the weakest ones was in the field of
policymaking and their most important problems can be classified as seven financial,
legal, administrative, political, institutional, social and cultural, and managerial
problems respectively. In general, the reality of women and family NGOs can be
described as non-NGO, with a reduction to charity institutes, a lack of their specific
position, and a tacit government cooperation with them. The findings implies that
the women and family NGOs are not the agents of the field of women and family,
and now have a low effectiveness in managing the affairs of women and family at
the national and provincial levels.

Keywords: Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs), Women and family, Family
policy, Participation, Agency.
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Meta-analysis of empirical studies on life satisfaction and number
of children in different countries
Masood Alami neisi’
Abstract

Today, in the general beliefs of the Iranian society, there is the impression that a
happy life is a life without child or at most one child. Is this common belief true in
reality? Are parents with no or less child more satisfied? To answer this question,
44 empirical researches in different countries are analyzed through “formal vote
counting” method. The researches analyzing shows the researches results are very
diverse and a general and absolute proposition could not be said. In particular, the
relationship between life satisfaction and the number of children is caused by inter-
mediary factors such as life course, marital status, socioeconomic system & etc. But
there are less researches show negative relationship. There are a variety of families
in researches which show a negative or neutral relationship; such as women have
illegitimate children. If only ordinary families (include father, mother and children)
are considered, the relationship would be positive and life satisfaction would even
increase by number of children. Also, the economic welfare system and parental
support policies can perfectly affect the relationship between life satisfaction and
the number of children.

Keywords: Life satisfaction, number of children, formal vote counting, empirical
research.
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